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Volunteers like us share a passion for 

community service. We , at least most of us 

serve through associations like SLANSW not 

expecting any personal gains or recognition. 

We serve not because we have time but 

because we have the heart and the skills 

necessary to make a real contribution.  

The feeling of making a real contribution is 

priceless! When they say volunteers are the 

backbone of a volunteer organization they 

have got that right!  

Volunteers should not be treated as intruders. 

Though not always expected by them 

volunteers are a group of people who should be 
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recognized and appreciated not only to 

compliment the ongoing feeling of satisfaction of 

making a difference but also as an encouragement 

for the budding volunteers who would end up 

being community leaders one day.  

To all the volunteers of SLANSW – Thank you! 

 

Volunteers Don’t Necessarily  Have The Time But 
They Have The Heart 
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The SLA NSW started its term 
with a newly elected 
committee of 15 members 
energised with a number of 
new faces and looking 
forward to making a 
difference to our community. 
 
The year was planned with 
the promise of some change 
to the association in terms of 
branding and promotion with 
some key areas of specific 
focus and delivered to the Sri 
Lankan community at least 20 
events of various forms.  We 
made it quite clear at the 
beginning to at least target 
the following areas – 
 

• Work closely with the 
major Sri Lankan 
ethnic organisations; 

• Develop a strategy for 
the youth of Sri Lankan 
origin so as to ensure 
longevity of the 
association; 

• Participate a 
community service 
model incorporating 
Seniors and also other 
charitable work; 

 
During this year we have 
addressed the above key 
areas of focus in one form or 
another and have put in place 
the necessary ground work 
for a new committee to 
progress these further. 
 
To start with, for a majority of 
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events we held during the year 
SLA NSW either worked 
closely or invited 
representatives of the other 
major ethnic organisations.  
This proved fruitful with 
participation of the Sinhalese 
Cultural Forum (SCF), Austra 
Lanka Muslim Association 
(ALMA), Senior Tamil 
Association and the Sri Lanka 
Australia Malay Association 
(SLAMA).  We have forged 
good ties with each of these 
organisations and formed 
friendships with many from 
within these also.  
Secondly we addressed the 
youth aspects of the 
association with the launch of 
an SLA NSW Youth League on 
Saturday 30th July 2016, which 
has now to date approximately 
14 youth members (17 to 25 
year old).  Commencement of 
such an organisation as part of 
the mainstream SLA NSW will 
assist the association to re-
focus and develop new leaders 
who can lead the association in 
the near future. 
 
Third aspect of our focus was 
in terms of the community 
services model incorporating 
seniors and also charity work.  
To this end, we developed a 
close relationship with the 
Uniting group and organised 
on Saturday 20th August 2016, 
an Aged Care Information 
Morning where our members 
were entertained and 
information provided.  As a 
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result of this we also arranged 
with Uniting, a visit to a 
culturally aligned village in 
Shellharbour.  This was to visit 
a village which was managed 
by Uniting for the Spanish 
community and provided 16 
people from our community 
understanding of what such a 
facility looks like. 
 
Further to this SLA NSW 
participated in a few charity 
events – 

• Sri Lanka, Aranayake 
Flood relief appeal 
(Phase-1 & 2) with 
phase one 
completed; 

• Friday 5th August, 
2016 Sharing of the 
meals programme at 
Redfern; 

• Saturday 20th August, 
2016 - Night van, 
food distribution 
working with the 
Exodus foundation 
distributing food to 
the homeless people 
in the city; 

SLANSW Year in Review 
Nov 2015 to October 2016 

Insight – 

President’s Review of 
the Year. 

Ajith Karunaratne 
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• Friday 23rd 
September, 2016 - 
“Helping Hands” 
Community 
Services  Project at 
Loaves & Fishes 
Restaurant 

• Sunday 25th 
September, 2016 - 
Purple Ribbon High 
Tea in Support of 
the Lisa Harnum 
Foundation, raising 
awareness of 
domestic violence; 

In addition to those 
mentioned earlier, the year 
saw delivery of the following 
events for the community, 
each of which were well 
attended – 

• Saturday 12th 
December, 2015 - 
Sydney welcomes 
the new Sri Lankan 
High 
Commissioner and 
Consul General to 
Sydney; 

• “Tis The Season” – 
SLA NSW 2016 
Christmas Party; 

• Monday 22nd May, 
2016 - Attendance 
at a promotion of a 
drama / play 
organised by 
Macquarie Bank 
(coordinated by Ms 
Shemara 
Wickremeanayake)
; 

• Saturday 6th 
February, 2016 - Sri 
Lankan 
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Independence Day 
and High Achievers 
Celebrations; 

• Sunday 3rd April 2016 
– Seniors Day Event 
2016 with over 230 
guests being 
entertained in line 
with the NSW 
Government Seniors 
Week programme; 

• Tuesday 5th April, 
2016 - Meeting with 
Mr Mangala 
Samaraweera, Sri 
Lankan Minister for 
Foreign Affairs; 

• Wednesday 6th April, 
2016 - Meeting at 
Kirribilli House with 
Foreign Ministers 
from Australia and 
Sri Lanka (Ms Julie 
Bishop and Mr 
Mangala 
Samaraweera).  
Discussions in 
relation to 
reconciliation and 
working 
collaboratively; 

• Saturday 9th April, 
2016 - Nepalese & 
Sinhalese and Tamil 
New Year 
Celebrations and 
invitation for SLA 
NSW by the 
Nepalese 
Community; 

• Saturday 16th April, 
2016 - Sinhalese and 
Tamil New Year 
Celebrations 
(Sunfest) led by SCF 
with SLA NSW being 
a major participant; 
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• Friday 3rd June 2016 - 
Candlelight & 
Orchids – SLA NSW 
Winter Ball; 

• Sunday 9th October – 
meeting with the Sri 
Lankan State Minister 
of Defence at the 
Consul General’s 
residence; 

• Organisation and 
printing of SLA NSW 
membership cards; 

 
In summary, the SLA NSW 
committee this year has been 
dedicated and committed to 
the association and its 
members looking for ways to 
make a difference.  Each 
member of the committee 
worked extremely hard to 
ensure each event / function / 
project was managed and 
delivered as planned and met 
or surpassed expectations. 
 
We hopefully have made a 
difference to the Association 
this year, its members and 
friends in a good way.  Our 
association has improved 
visibility and great brand 
presence.  We have 
commenced a number of 
projects which will hopefully 
see the association not only 
progress but also grow. 
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Helping Hands Community Program of SLANSW 

SLANSW launched its community outreach program “Helping Hands” recently which saw teams 
consisting of members of SLANSW conduct projects to serve the community. These programs 
were organized in partnership with Not for Profit Organisations in NSW. 

 

 

As the first project under the “Helping Hands” program a team of committee members and youth 
visited Redfern on Friday the 5th of August 2016 to participate in the Sharing Of The Meal 
Program at St Vincent De Paul, Redfern. 
SLANSW assisted in feeding of disadvantaged and homeless people in the local community by 
providing a home cooked Sri Lankan meal 
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(continued) 

  
Helping Hands 

- sodales. 

On the 20th of August SLANSW team distributed dry 
rations to the needy in and around Sydney. This project 
was carried out together with the Exodus Foundation. 
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Helping  
Hands 

An information session was organized by SLANSW to create awareness 
on available aged care facilities in NSW for a target audience of 
seniors in our community. This program was organized together with 
Uniting Care and was held on the 20th August. 



 

 

 

Lorem Ipsum Issue | Date 

[Recipient] 

  

Members of SLA together with some of the committee prepared and served food at the Loaves and 
Fishes Restaurant on the 23rd of September. The night organized by the Exodus Foundation saw 
many homeless people coming through the doors. SLA members and committee extended 
compassion to everyone showing that they care by treating all to a sumptuous meal prepared by 
them. 
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SLANSW hosted a high tea & trivia fun afternoon to raise funds for the Lisa Harnum Foundation on 
Sunday the 25th of September. Two hundred or so purple clad guests were treated to a fun 
afternoon with plenty of delicacies, fun trivia & great prizes. All proceeds of the night will go towards 
the work of LHF which centers around supporting victims of domestic abuse. 

More Photos on Our FB page & Website. 
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https://www.facebook.com/lisaharnumfoundation/
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SLANSW launched their first ever youth league on Sunday the 25th of 
September 2016 at a charity event held to raise funds for the Lisa 
Harnum Foundation. As their first official duty the youth presented a 
portrait of Lisa Harnum done by the SLA Youth League president who 
is also the Young Archies winner 2016 Dilara Niriella . The portrait 
done in oil paint was accepted by the CEO & Founder of the Lisa 
Harnum Foundation Mrs Ailene Mountifield & Frank Sedmak, the 
Chairperson of the foundation. Chaminda Hindurangala the youth 
coordinator proudly announced the youth branch to the audience. 

To become a member of the Youth League contact Chaminda on  

https://www.facebook.com/lisaharnumfoundation/
https://www.facebook.com/lisaharnumfoundation/


 

 

 

Introducing the SLANSW Youth League 

   

    Dilara Niriella  - Youth League Position: President 
 
Dilara is a HSC student at Pacific Hills Christian School. Last week Dilara was adjudged 
the Winner of Young Archie 2016. She wishes to study Fine Arts at University and pursue 
a career as an artist. She is also very keen on community services and has travelled to 
developing countries as part of a mission team to help orphans and the elderly 
 
 
 

   Lihini De Silva - Youth League Position: Secretary 
Lihini is a first year law and economics student at the University of Sydney. She is very 
passionate about government economic policy and hope to in the future to be involved 
in government economic policy in order to combat social injustices 
 

 

 
 



 

 

 

 Gamitha Samarasinghe - Youth League Position: Treasurer 

Gamitha is currently a 4th year Commerce student at UNSW, majoring in accounting and 
finance. He is also currently working as a cadet at Deloitte in the consulting arm of the Motor 
Industry Services team. Once he graduates Gamitha’s aim is to partake in the CA program and 
continue his current work at Deloitte 

 Manul Gunaratne - Youth League Position: Vice President and Editor 

Manul is a Communications student at the University of Technology Sydney (UTS). His passions 
include swimming, sketching, photography, film, and also engage in Sri Lankan cultural dances 
and dramas within the community. His ambition is to work in the film industry and someday as a 
director or cinematographer 

 

 Dinuli Kamaladasa - Youth League Position: Asst. Secretary 

Dinuli is currently a first year student at UNSW studying Medicine. She’s from the regional town 
of Dubbo and hence now lives in Campus. She enjoys playing Squash and also likes to read. 
Her future aspirations are to gain a wide variety of experiences beyond the scope of her 
medical studies which will help her establish initiatives to give back to the community 

 



 

 

 

  Milan Nissanka - Youth League Position: Asst. Treasurer 

Milan is a Software Engineering student at the University of Technology Sydney (UTS). Milan 
is an avid gamer. He hopes to introduce Gamification in Business in the future. Milan is also 
passionate about serving the community. 

 

 

   Piyumi De Silva - Youth League Position: Committee Member 
Piyumi is currently studying at the University of Newcastle. After completing high school 
in Sydney she studied Medicine and has just finished the third year of her degree. She 
hopes to specialise in Paediatric medicine as well as do some work in areas with poor 
access to healthcare, both overseas and in rural Australia. Her hobbies outside of 
medicine include tennis and dancing. She is very keen to be part of SLA youth and being 
more involved in the Sri Lankan community in the future. 
 
 

 

Shaun David Wilathgamuwa - Youth League Position: Committee Member 
Shaun was born in Sri Lanka and migrated to Australia in 2009 and has been living in 
Bathurst ever since. He is currently undertaking a gap year and hopes to study medicine 
at UNSW next year. His hobbies mainly revolve around sport and learning about the 
science behind how things function. His passion/goal in life is to help other people as 
much as possible. 
 
 



 

 

  Navindu Chandrasekara - Youth League Position: Committee 
Member 

Navindu is a first year student at UNSW. Studying Engineering & Commerce. His goal is to be 
an Electrical Engineer in the future. He is also keen on carrying out community projects. 

 

 

Raveen De Silva - Youth League Position: Committee Member 
 
Raveen is a mathematics PhD student at UNSW. He also teaches programming and 
algorithms at university and mathematics at high school level, and he hopes to continue 
in the future doing research and teaching as a university lecturer 
 
 
 

 

Upeka Nanayakkara - Youth League Position: Vice President 
Upeka is a first year medical student at UNSW. She enjoys playing netball and touch, and 
is interested in developing her photography and knitting skills. Her goal is to serve 
disadvantaged communities and develop a greater insight into the complexities of 
global health issues 
 
 



 

 

   Samitha Balasuriya - Youth League Position: Committee Member 

Samitha is studying at UNSW. His degree is on Renewable Energy Engineering (honours) with 
computer Science. He loves playing Table Tennis. His ambition in life is to start his own 
Renewable Energy Company 

 

 Taniya Ekanayake - Youth League Position: Committee Member 

Taniya is currently in her first year of university, studying Civil/Environmental Engineering at 
UNSW. At the end of her degree she hopes that she can work as a humanitarian engineer so 
that she can help in making the world a better place. She enjoys sports especially swimming, 
rock climbing and cricket. Also Taniya loves to travel and is a keen photographer 

 

 

TO BECOME A MEMBER OF SLANSW YOUTH LEAGUE PLEASE CALL 

 CHAMINDA ON 0447487925 

 

 

 



 

 



 

 

 

SLA |Sri Lanka Association of 
NSW 

www.slansw.org.au      
!
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Clause'5.1'(a)'

Application for membership 

SRI LANKA ASSOCIATION OF NEW SOUTH WALES INC. 

(Name of applicant) _____________________________________________________  

Of         _____________________________________________________  
                                   (Address)  
 

Tel. _______________    E mail_______________________________ 

hereby apply to become a ________________________________________________ 
                (Category of membership)  
 

of the above named association.  
 
In the event of my admission as a member, I _________________________________  

agree to be bound by the Clauses of the Association for the time being in force.  

 

_________________________________  _______________________ 
Signature of Applicant         Date 
 
I, ___________________________________, member of the Association, Nominate the  

applicant, who is personally known to me, for membership of the Association.  

 

___________________________________  __________________________  
Signature of the proposer             Date  
 
The following information to be provided by those applying for Family Membership or Student Family 

Membership:  

1. Name of Spouse: _________________________________________________  

 

I have enclosed a cheque/cash in the sum of $_____________________ being membership fee.  

 

(Please draw the cheque in favour of the Sri Lanka Association of NSW Inc., GPO Box 3120, 

SYDNEY NSW 2001).  

Membership fees: Single $10.00; Family (couple) $20.00; Student $7.50; Student Family $10.00; Life 

(individual) $150.00 


