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The Sri Lanka Association Annual General Meeting 

 
Congratulations to Roshan and his team. 

 
On Sunday 30 October 2011, The Rebellion Room of the Castle Grand 

started filling with members of the Sri Lanka Association and the quorum 

of sixty was reached and exceeded before the time provided under the 

Rules. 
 

The AGM commenced with a welcome by the President Avinder and the 

adoption of the minutes of the previous AGM and the Presidentôs Report for 

the year. I will not dwell on the proceedings at length as Kamani Walpola 

the new Editor of the Thorathuru will be doing a comprehensive report on 

the AGM. 
 

The incoming committee was elected under the Rules drafted by the Amara-

nath Committee and adopted by the Association on 24 November 2002. The 

Rules eliminated three evils that were perceived to infect elections under the 

previous Rules, the possibility of member stacking on the eve of the AGM, 

securing proxy votes from those who had no genuine interest in the welfare 

of the Association and the secrecy of the ballot. 
 

A wise precaution by the Amaranath Committee also ensured that the heat 

of a contested election would have evaporated by the poll being closed at 

forty eight hours before the AGM. All that remained to be done was the 

counting of the votes by the three suitable persons appointed as Returning 

Officers. 
 

Perhaps the election exposed one lacuna in the Rules. The Rules provided 

that the functions relating to the accepting of nominations and the running 

of an election by secret ballot were vested in the Secretary. But the Rules 

did not provide for a situation where the Secretary and other members of the 

committee stand nominated as candidates for a contested election. 
 

Fortunately, the three Returning Officer, Ananda Amaranath, Cecil We-

erakoon and Sanath Nanayakkara, all Past Presidents of the Association  

I put my quill down  with mixed feelingsðA sense of relief and anticipatory 

exhilaration that Kamani Walpola who had the confidence of the whole 

membership would generate several more issues of our valued newsletterð

Thank you Sri Lankans in NSW for the confidence placed in me over the 

past two years and best of luck to you Kamani 

The Editor 



stepped into the breech and conducted the collection of the nominations for the several posts, the preparation 

and issue of Voting Papers, and scrutinising the eligibility of the members to be electors. They also examined 

the votes that had been cast in the presence of three nominees from each of the teams contesting the election. 

These votes were in individually sealed envelopes that were opened and tallied at the AGM. 

As democracy and fair play demand, each contesting team was provided the names and addresses of the mem-

bers eligible to vote, so that they could send a manifesto of cogent reasons as to why the Voters should entrust 

the conduct of the affairs of the Association to that team for the coming year to their team. 

As the campaign progressed vigorous canvassing took place both by personal and electronic contact with the 

electors. Each team offered to devote their time, experience and effort for the benefit of the community in gen-

eral and the membership in particular. 

Our community is sharp and clever enough to weigh up and balance the options before they cast their vote. I am 

sad to hear that persons with interests of promoting one side as against the other canvassed prospective voters 

with the exhortation óvote for us, if you wont, don't vote for either sideô 

Obviously each voter has the option to abstain from voting, but that decision should be based on the voter de-

ciding that neither set of proposals offer service to the community, but an appeal  that amounts to pressurising 

the voter to abstain because of personal friendship or loyalty is hardly an offer of a better option. At about 8:00 

p.m. on Sunday night, the voters spoke and their voices reverberated through the Rebellion Room. 

On Sunday the proceedings went as smoothly as a well oiled machine. The three Returning Officers, along with 

three Counting Agents from each team sat in a room outside the Hall but in full view of the members in the 

Hall. While the Election Officers toiled through their task, the members were treated to short eats, soft drinks 

and cakes. Some of it ordered by the Association and others donated by members of the outgoing Committee. 

After about two hours of counting and tallying votes, the Returning Officers attended the Hall to resume the 

proceedings on the Agenda of the AGM. 

Ananda Amaranath announced the results of the voting:-  

President   Vice Presidents   

SPG Mahanama 48 votes  Jayantha. Abeydeera 52 votes  

Roshan Wickramanayake 82 votes  Elected Anoja De Alwis 72 votes Elected 

   Shelton Peiris  82 votes Elected 

   Don Wickrema 52 votes  

Secretaries      

Yamuna De Silva 48 votes  Nelum Joachim  82 votes Elected 

Prasani Jayaweera  48 votes   Prasan Uluwishewa  78 votes  Elected 

Treasurer   Editor   

Priya Viswakula   
49 votes  Kamani Walpola  Elected Unopposed 

Rajan Wije  81 votes  Elected    

Committee Members   Lucien Wijetunga 90 votes  Elected 

Wije Ariyaratne  90 votes Elected Niranjali Athulathmudali 89 votes  Elected 

Narelle Bolling  90 votes  Elected Simon Budhiwijaya 42 votes  

Niranjan De Alwis  82 votes Elected Presenji Jayawickrema 80 votes  Elected 

Krishan Lye 50 votes  Indrani Mahanama  54 votes  

Sunethra Nadarajah  90 votes Elected Nimal Punchihewa  50 votes  

Don Sandanayake  53 votes  Omar Sherrif  97 votes Elected 
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Sifting through the votes cast, and making allowances for personal friendships and loyalties, it appeared 

that there was a pattern in the voting. Those who approved of the manifesto put out by Roshanôs team 

were almost double the number who accepted the manifesto put out by Mahanamaôs team.  

 

However it was not an one sided contest as a third of the voters thought that the Association should re-

examine itsô focus on the service that the members expect from the Association.  

 

It behoves the new committee to examine the proposals that the other side put forward. Obviously those 

aspects of the two manifestos which reflect a common goal are worthy of implementation in the coming 

year.  

 

Even the proposals with which the incoming committee was at variance during the campaign should be 

examined carefully and due heed be taken of such ideas that the committee may not originally have found 

acceptable.  
 

Another feature that signals a need for introspection is why the membership declined to a point where life 

members who had little option, constituted a substantial majority of the membership. True it is that the 

number of members had reached an unprecedented high as result of a vigorous campaign for increased 

membership that was driven by a contest. It appears that many of the new had not renewed their member-

ship after the election.  
 

But was there any other cause? 

 

Over to you Roshan, and your new Committee. You guys and gals have the capacity to make that call. 
 

Sunil de Silva 

The Lanka Winter Ball 2011 

 
Outside the Sofitel Sydney Wentworth Hotel, Saturday July sixteen was cold and rainy winterôs night 

but through the doors into the foyer awaiting the doors to the Grand Ball Room being thrown open, 

trays laden with pre-dinner drinks circulated among the ladies, some in silk saris draped over shapely 

forms and others in evening dress, bejewelled and bangled with pendant ear ornaments and men in 

lounge and formal wear. 

 

The Winter Ball 2011 was about to begin - At 7:00 pm. the doors swung open to an opulent Grand Ball 

Room and we entered a world of warmth, colour, into an ambiance of typically Sri Lankan hospitality. 

Gwen Regal and the Night Shift were on duty playing an intriguing mix of the ógolden oldiesô the cur-

Twenty plus tables of tasteful d®cor, floral 

tribute, silverware and delicate glass filled 

with wines red and white greeted the guest 

as they entered the hall. 

 

Awaiting them were the twin delights of 

an entree - Grilled prawns, soba noodle, 

spring onion salad, lemon grass vinai-

grette and a welcome speech from our 

President Avinder Paul. 
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The speech by our Guest of Honour was followed by our twin com-

peres Aubrey Joachim and the elegant Gaythri Silva using their 

charm and eloquence to pull the crowd on to the floor and gyrate to 

the rhythm of the Night Shift. 

A     Avinder pointed out that the Winter Ball has now become the

     pinnacle event of all the events that are held by the SLA each 

     year bringing together Sri Lankans from all walks of life, and 

not only     bring together, not only Sri Lankans but also friends of Sri  

     Lanka and all those who love, live in or know Sri Lanka, all 

     whom are welcomed by the association and at our functions. The 

f     funds we raise from this event enables the SLA to host functions 

     like our Seniors Day each year is totally funded by the SLA. 

Avinder welcomed our Guest of Honour, The Hon. Victor Dominello MP, Minister for Citizenship 

and Communities and Minister for Aboriginal Affairs and our Special Guests, Geoff Lee MP, 

(Member for Strathfield) Charles Casuscelli MP (Member for Parramatta) and the Consul General for 

Sri Lanka, Dayasiri Fernando. . 

The Dinner was a verita-

ble gourmet delightðMm 

mm - Roasted Queensland 

barramundi, leek, silver 

beet and oyster mushroom 

ragout, avruga butter 

sauce - Roasted rack of 

lamb, parsley mash pota-

to, green asparagus and 

pommery mustard jus 



Back to the floor to work off the 

calories a break for the Auction. 

Gyathri walked around showing the 

necklace and the memorabilia on 

auction- was it the lure of Aubreyôs 

voice, Gayathriôs charm or the val-

ue of the item ï who knows! But 

the SLA was the winner of the pro-

ceeds. 

 

The White chocolate mousse with mango and chilli the tea and 

coffee kept the diners occupied while the raffle draw was in pro-

gress. 

 

A vote of thanks by Prof Wije Aryaratne and the national an-

thems of Australia and Sri Lanka drew a memorable evening to a 

close. Donôt be too sad, there will be another SLA Winter Ball 

next year. 

Oooh the Abba Girls! Could they sing and did-

nôt they look gorgeous. They dragged Roshan 

out of his seat and seated themselves on him 

but it was Tamara who was on the edge of her 

seat. Rumour has it that Roshan was wearing 

dark glasses for the next few days to cover the 

black eye. 

The first prize in the Raf-

fle Drawðtwo return 

tickets Singapore ï

Colombo was won by 

Omar Sheriff who flies so 

often that he has been 

mistaken for an eagle. 

 It was a fun filled eveningðthe music was entrancingðthe food was excellent and the service was effi-

cientðperhaps a word for the next year the wine was barely sufficient and those who bough the Hotel Wine 

left with wallets several kg lighter. 

The dance floor was not cramped even when the all the guests were swirling around.   

I know that the issue of whether a Five Star Hotel with a pricey tag is appropriate for a Sri Lankan dance has 

been canvassed from time to time. There is much to be said for a lower priced event at a less opulent venue. 

But there also is the view that most Sri Lankans today are holding responsible and well paid jobs and a 

splurge once every year is not too much of a burden. 

Let the new committee revisit this year when the next winter comes around. 


