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 Feb 2008é 

 
òSri Lanka is a multi ethnic and multicultural society, 

so is the Sri Lankan community in NSW. ó 
 

The Sri Lanka Association of NSW was born 35 years ago to 

promote social cohesion and harmony among the Sri Lankan  

community within the framework of a united and democratic Sri 

Lanka and work towards the perception of the integrity of Sri 

Lanka as a nation. 
 

Since then  many other Sri Lankan organizations were born in 

NSW. Each one of them has their own objectives and 

principals. But one thing is common. All these associationôs 

objectives are based on facilitating better social cohesion 

through understanding and appreciation of differences between 

various ethnic groups, and working towards a peaceful and 

harmonious society.  

 

But unfortunately this is a time of many confrontations. People 

are divided on ethnic and religious grounds. We see great 

distractions in many parts of the world. Loss of many lives, loss 

of property and livelihoods. We cannot go on like this. We need 

to understand each other and find a way of sharing this great 

planet. 

 

Though we belong to various religious faiths, the fundamental 

teachings of all these religions are the same. All those faiths, 

have contributed to intelligence and enlightenment of mankind, 

and have provided guidance and knowledge to understand the 

realities of the human species and their activities. But the 

question is how far we adhere to these great teachings. Itôs time 

to think that irrespective of our ethnicity, religion, culture, the 

language we speak or the colour of our skin, all human beingôs 

are equal and we should have courage to accept this 

fundamental truth and be guided by that in all facets of our 

lives.  

 

Based on these principals the SLA and other community 

organizations in NSW should continue promoting peace, unity 

and harmony, within the Sri Lankan community in NSW, thus 

making a difference for ourselves and for the wider community. 

 

Achieving peace and harmony among various ethnic groups 

should be a matter of priority in the minds of all of us.  

 

Kumar Athulathmudali  
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DISCLAIMER  

Articles, jokes, commentary and the like appearing in this 

newsletter are the opinions and / or views of the respective authors 

and do not necessarily reflect the views of the Editor or the 

committee of the Sri Lanka Association of New South Wales. 
  

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

this matter as well. 

 

 

Contributions to ôThorathuruõ 
 

The Editor of the ôThorathuruó invites members of the community to send in 

literary contributions for publication. Material for publication must be deemed 

suitable to the readership and is at the discretion of the Editor.  The Editor also 

reserves the right to appropriately edit material to meet acceptability or 

space availability.  

 
The following TYPES OF MATERIAL are welcome: 

 

Description of Material  Max word count  Price  

Full Page Advertisement  N/A  $100 

Half Page Advertisement  N/A  $50 

Quarter Page Advertisement  N/A  $25 

Letters 60 free  

Articles or essays  250 free  

Short Stories / Features  450 - 500 free  

Poetry  150 free  

Reviews ðnon commercial 

(books/film/theatre/art)  

 

150 free  

 

A discount of 25% will be offered to advertisers on all issues for the  year.  

 

All material must contain the name and contact details of the author.  
 

It would be appreciated if material is word processed (Word 97 or above) and sent via email 

to qualisys@optusnet.com.au or mailed on floppy disc or hard copy to:  

Editor Thorathuru, GPO BOX 3120, Sydney 2001  

 

Please no te that the quality of photographs reproduced in this publication is very much 

dependant on the originals supplied. While digital images are preferred, even the quality of 

output of these are subject to background lighting, focus etc.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Also please visit our web site http://www.slansw.org.au 
 

file:///C:\Documents%20and%20Settings\Don\My%20Documents\qualisys@optusnet.com.au
http://www.slansw.org.au/
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The Sri Lanka Association of New South 

Wales' Family Night 2008 proved to be a 

success with nearly 350 persons packing 

the Cherrybrook Community Centre last 

Saturday night.  

 

The cross section of age groups suggests 

that the Sri Lankan family tradition is alive 

and well. From grandparents to tiny tots 

enjoyed the evening's entertainment.  

 

Sri Lankan DJ's Rakitha and Jay from 

Night Walkers entertainment provided a 

genre of music that appealed to the cross 

section of attendees that included Aussies 

of non-Sri Lankan background. Familiar 

tunes from the 70's 80's and 90's got the 

gig going with couples streaming onto the 

floor. Sri Lankan 'salsa' - better known as 

baila saw the dance floor packed to 

capacity. Even the teenagers and those 

young at heart were treated to the mosh pit 

hip-hop stuff. 

  

Catering was taken care of by Rohan 

Gamage who is gaining increasing 

popularity as a provider of extraordinary 

culinary expertise. His Biriyani and snack 

packs were much in demand. 

 

President of the SLA, Kumar 

Athulathmudhali welcomed the guests 

including Acting Sri Lankan Consul General 

in Sydney Mrs Gothami Indikadahena as 

well as the Mayor of Hornsby, his Lordship 

Nick Berman.  

 

Kumar reiterated that the SLA is an 

Association for all Sri Lankans irrespective 

of background and it was pleasing to see 

members of many other Sri Lankan 

community organizations present at this 

event. The Sri Lankan community in New 

South Wales needs to rally behind a single 

banner.  

 
Kumar also thanked his very active and 

energetic committee for all their hard work 

as well as the event sponsors. 

  

Mr Athulathmudali requested that members 

of the Sri Lankan Community keep August 

2nd available for the Annual Winter Ball 

that will be held at an exciting new venue 

this year. 

  

 Aubrey  Joachim 

 

All join in the disco  mood.  

 

Nelum & Aubrey Joachim  
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A Casual & Relaxed atmosphere 

 

Aussie & SL flags in full swing 

Dancing the  night away  

An event for the young & old  

 
Inoka & Gothami 

 

Sunethra & Jayantha 

 

Shanthi & wife 

 

Teenagers having a great night out 

Any change of address, contact e-mails or complaints if any to be e-mailed to 
qualisys@optusnet.com.au 

mailto:qualisys@optusnet.com
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by Aubrey Joachim  

 
Six hundred or more expatriate Sri Lankans from New South Wales packed the 
Cherrybrook Community Centre on Saturday, February 9th to celebrate the 60th 
anniversary of the Independence of their motherland. This event, extremely well 
coordinated and organised by the Sri Lankan Consul General's Office along with 
various Sri Lankan Associations in NSW, has grown in stature over the years. 
It brings together Sri Lankan Diaspora from all religious and ethnic backgrounds. It is 
perhaps the one annual event where Sinhalese, Tamils, Malays, Moors and Burghers 
from Buddhist, Hindu, Muslim and Christian background all sit side by side, share in 
food and drink and enjoy entertainment and listen to speeches that review the good 
times as well as troubles that Sri Lanka has endured since having won its 
independence from colonial rule. 
  

Among the distinguished invitees were Sri Lankans from the business community as 
well as the past Presidents of the various Sri Lankan Associations in Sydney. 
  

The event commenced with the unfurling of the National Flag of Sri Lanka by the 
chief guest His Excellency Mr Kusumsiri Balapatabendi The High Commissioner for 
Sri Lanka in Australia, accompanied by the singing of the National Anthem by the 
young students of the North Parramatta and Blacktown Inhale schools. This was 
followed by the lighting of the traditional oil lamp by the chief guest, the Acting Consul 
General Mrs Gothami Indikadahena and young children representing the Sinhalese, 
Tamil, Moor, Malay and Burgher communities - the main ethnic groups from Sri 
Lanka. 
  

With the history of Sri Lanka steeply entrenched in religious tradition, the next aspect 
of the celebration was religious observances by clergy from the Buddhist, Hindu, 
Muslim and Christen faiths. The common theme in all of the prayers was that the 
nation be blessed with peace, harmony and tranquillity. 
  

As has been the practice over the years, Independence Day messages from His 
Excellency the President of Sri Lanka Mahinda Rajapakse were read in Sinhalese, 
Tamil and English. Messages from the Honourable Prime Minister and Minister of 
Foreign Affairs were also read out. Well done to the young ladies and gent who did 
an excellent job in reading out these messages with grace, poise and perfect diction. 
  

A number of speeches followed. H.E. Mr Balapatabendi, the High Commissioner 
traced the history of the colonisation of Sri Lanka leading up to the struggle for 
independence by stalwarts from all ethnic backgrounds. He reminded the audience 
that unfortunately the last 25 years of independence had been consumed with the 
fight against terrorism. Mr Balapatabendi also mentioned the close ties that Sri Lanka 
had made with Australia, a relationship that dates back to the first year of 
independence. The Sri Lankan High Commission in Australia was only the fourth 
foreign mission to be set up by the then newly independent Ceylon. He also 
mentioned the close cricketing ties that existed between the two countries. 
  

 
 


