
CONTENTS

ÅFrom the President

ÅFormer King Sri Wickrama Rajasinghe

ÅAn outstanding Athlete 

ÅYouth BBQ

ÅFamily Nite 2009

ÅBone Marrow Register

ÅCommunity Notice board

PRESIDENTõS MESSAGE

As the President of the Sri Lanka Association I
would like to welcome you to the first edition
of Thorathuru 2009.

We have planned several events for this year,
some events in conjunction with other Sri
Lankan Organisations in Sydney for the benefit
of the SriLankan Community .

I trust that you have already enjoyed Family
Nite and the inaugural Youth Day BBQ. With
the organisation of such events as the Youth
Day BBQ we hope that there will be a greater
participation and involvement of Sri Lankan
youth in the many activities of the Association,
as undoubtedly, our youth are the future
leaders of the Sri Lankan community and
moreover, Australia in a wider sense.
The Sri Lanka Association represents all Sri
Lankan Australians . I am proud of the fact that
this yearsõCommittee is truly a representative

sample of migrants from SriLanka .

In todayõssociety, change is all around us.
Whether it is the election of a new American
President, a change in government or the
global economic crisis, it is evident that we
are surrounded by change . I do believe it is
time to build bridges between the diverse
interest groups of Sri Lankans and focus our
efforts for the common good of the SriLankan
community in NSWand towards SriLanka .

In spite of the busy schedules and
commitments, the committee members of the
Sri Lanka Association generously volunteer
their time and skills in organising events .
Nothing gives us greater pleasure than to see
you make full use of the functions the
committee organises, as it makes it all
worthwhile .

I would encourage you to support the Sri
Lanka Association and its activities by joining
us.

Ruwan Walpola

Thorathuru
February 2009
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AN OUTSTANDING ATHLETE

Thirteen year old Chamath Herath

is a brilliant athlete from The King's

School, North Parramatta. At the

Australian All Schools

Championships and Pacific School

Games (PSG) held in Canberra in

November, he won the Gold Medal

for 90m Hurdles (13 years boys)

with a time of 12.76 secs

representing New South Wales.

This makes him the Australian

National Champion and Pacific

School Games Champion in

hurdles. Pacific School Games are

conducted once in 4 years to

coincide with the Olympics. Top

athletes from more than 20

countries including New Zealand,

Thailand, China, India and South

Africa participated in the PSG

games from 30th November to 7th

of December 2008.

Chamath is also the current New

South Wales (NSW) State

Champion for 90m Hurdles. He has

won a silver medal in Triple Jump

and bronze in Long Jump at the

NSW All Schools State

Championships. Last year Jana

Pittman's best Hurdling Trophy was

awarded to him by Parramatta Little

Athletics club for his outstanding

achievements in

Hurdling. Chamath's athletics

career began in year 2000 running

under 6 for North Rocks Little

athletics Club and then moved to

Parramatta Little Athletics club in

2002 and has been representing the

club ever since. He is currently

representing the senior athletics

club as well.

He is an all round sportsman who is

playing representative soccer and

top level cricket for The

King's School. He was awarded the

Junior Athletics Trophy from the

Kings School for his outstanding

achievements in Athletics this year.

By gaining the Australian title

Chamath has achieved the highest

standards of any athletes could

reach in Australia for his age and

this is even more unique as a Sri

Lankan origin to reach that highest

standards in Australia.

Chamath is the oldest son of Mr &

Mrs Susantha & Sanja Herath.



More Sri Lankans donors needed for the Australian Bone 

Marrow Donor registry .
The Australian Bone Marrow Donor Registry (ABMDR) was established in 1990

as a not-for profit organization funded by a joint State-Commonwealth

Government initiative. The goal of the ABMDR is to find a suitable blood stem

cell donor for those people requiring a stem cell transplant to treat blood and

marrow conditions.

Stem cell transplantation can be a curative condition for many life-threatening

illnesses and a well matched donor is an important first step in a successful

outcome for these transplants. If a patient has siblings, they have an

approximately 30% chance of having a match amongst their siblings. The

ABMDR and other registries in the world aim to provide the remaining 70% of

patients with a Matched Unrelated Donor (MUD) so that they can undergo a stem

cell transplant.

Currently there are 154,000 donors registered in the ABMDR out of a total of 10

million worldwide (source: Bone Marrow Donors Worldwide, www.bmdw.org).

Over 80% of the donors in the ABMDR are Northern Caucasian or Anglo Saxon -

patients from these racial groups have an 85% chance of finding a donor

worldwide.

One of the major objectives of the ABMDR is to increase donor numbers from

non-Caucasian races. Unfortunately patients from these racial groups, such as

Sri Lankans, do not have a high chance of finding donors.

Currently, there are only 861 Sri Lankan Donors registered with the ABMDR ï

only 59 of these are in NSW. A large pool of Sri Lankan donors (aged 18-40) in

Australia could help Sri Lankans in need of a stem cell transplant anywhere in the

world and will enhance the genetic diversity of the registry.

There is no stem cell donor registry in Sri Lanka thus it is incumbent on registries

in countries such as Australia to increase the pool of potential Sri Lankans donors

in the world.

The ABMDR, transplant specialists and their Sri Lankan patients would welcome

any generous efforts by the Australian Sri Lankan community to increase the

number of donors in the registry.

To become a donor requires that you are aged 18-40, in good health, and are

willing to donate 470 mls of blood for tissue typing to determine your unique

genetic make-up. This genetic makeup is then placed on a website with the pool

of other donors and you may be required one day in the future to donate your

bone marrow or stem cells.

Further information is available from the ABMDR website (www.abmdr.org.au) or

from brochures available from the Sri Lankan Association.

Dr. John Moore,

MB.BS, MD, FRACP,FRCPA.

Staff Specialist, Haematology Department,

Conjoint Senior Lecturer, UNSW,

St. VincentôsHospital, NSW, 2010.

http://www.bmdw.org/
http://www.bmdw.org/
http://www.bmdw.org/
http://www.bmdw.org/
http://www.bmdw.org/
http://mb.bs/
http://mb.bs/
http://mb.bs/


THE LAST KING OF KANDY AND HIS 
DESCENDANTS

By Hugh Karunanayake

The monarchy of Sri Lanka ended with the

deposition and exile by the British of the

last King of Kandy, Sri Wickrema

Rajasinghe in 1815. Thus ended the

longest known dynasty in the world, which,

commencing with Vijaya, ruled through a

lineage of 164 monarchs over a period of

2357 years.

The King was captured with two of his

queens at Gallahawatte a village near

Medamahanuwara on 18th February 1815.

His mother and his two other queens had

already been captured and in custody at

Hanwella. The King and his entourage

were brought under escort to Colombo

where they were held in a building in

Queen Street, Colombo, presently

occupied by the Ceylon Insurance Co. He

was later provided a spacious house fitted

handsomely. The picture shown here is of

the king when held in custody by the

British in Colombo. Arrangements were

thereafter made to deport the king and his

relatives in batches to India. The King, his

family, and other members of the royal

household who were deported, were

estimated to be around 168 persons. All

prisoners who were related to the King

had to sign a declaration and parole

before their deportation.

The first three articles of the Kandyan

Convention of March 1815 which were

applicable to them, were read and explained

to them. It included a clause which confirmed

that the ñformerking, his family and relatives,

whether in ascending, descending or collateral

line by affinity or blood, were forever excluded

from the Kandyan throne; and all claim and title

of the Malabar race to the dominion of the

Kandyan provinces were abolished and

extinguished.ò

Almost a year after their capture, on 24

January 1816, the King with his family were

transported on board the H.M.S. Cornwallis for

Madras, from Colombo. The Colombo harbour

then had no breakwater, and the journey from

shore to ship were at times of the year, quite

hazardous: ñHewas taken to the waterside in

the governorôscarriage, and his ladies were

accommodated with palanquins. They were

closely veiled as they went into the boat and,

during their embarkation, which took up some

time, the king stood by and assisted by giving

orders to his own people, with much

composure and presence of mind. He was very

handsomely dressed, and his large trousers

drawn close upon his ankles, reminded the

spectators of the figure of Rajah Singha, as

given by Knox. The King embarked, with his

wives and mother-in-law, in the captainôs

barge, and the attendants in another. The wind

was high, and the boats encountered a good

deal of sea in their passage to the ship. They

were all taken onto the ship y means of an

accommodation chair. Some of the ladies were

greatly alarmed, while others suffered much

from sea sickness. The king showed no fear,

and, considering that he was carried through a

rough sea, which he had not been upon since

his infancy, to an English man-of-war, which he

had not seen before, it must be acknowledged

that his whole deportment indicated

considerable dignity and firmness of mind.ò

(Henry Marshall-CEYLON-A General

Description, London 1846.)



The Cornwallis reached North Beach in

Southern India on February 22 1816. The Town

Mayor, Captain Macdonald, and Mr Marriott

were introduced to the King as the Governorôs

representatives assigned to receive him. The

King was lodged in the palace at Vellore

formerly occupied by Futeh Hyder the eldest of

Tippu Sultan. He was granted a pension of 500

Rix dollars per month for the term of his natural

life. The King died at Vellore on the 30 January

1832 having been a state prisoner for

seventeen years. He was known to be fond of

alcohol, and from the commencement of the

month in which he died, his health had rapidly

deteriorated. An English physician Dr Reid who

attended on him, found him afflicted with dropsy.

Although at first he agreed to abide by Dr Reidôs

prescriptions, he later turned to help from native

doctors.

At the time of his death the King had one son

born to him in exile, who died without issue in

1843. There were no direct descendants of the

king therefore, although lineal descendants

have made their appearances from time to time,

during the past two centuries. There is no

record to confirm which of his four wives bore

him the son. The four queens were Vencata

Rangajammal who died in 1868,

Veencatajammal who died in 1852, Moodoo

Kannama Devi who died in 1886, and

Venkatajammal who died in 1861. The first two

were sisters, as were the last two. On the death

of the king, his monthly pension was continued

to be paid to his wives. On the death of Moodoo

Kannama Devi the last surviving queen, the

other descendants continued to receive a

pension which became fragmented into small

amounts. On representations made by

descendants of the exiles, the Government of

Ceylon appointed a Select Committee in August

1894 to look into adequacy of pensions paid,

and other related matters. The Committee

recommended that a minimum pension of Rs 20

per month be adopted, and that óreasonableaid

be granted to any pensioner, or son of a

pensioner, who may hereafter qualify for any

profession or for superior employment in

Ceylonô

Ponnambalam Arunachalam who was later a

member of the Ceylon Legislative Council,

was presented to Moodoo Kannama Devi

when he visited Tanjore in the last 1880s. He

observed that in spite of straightened means,

she still maintained the traditions and

ceremonial of a court. Speaking from behinda

a curtain, she was pleased to welcome him

and express her appreciation of little services

rendered to her family since their downfall.

Arunachalam who later was to be the

Registrar General, was said to have been

instrumental in appointing a lineal

descendant of the late king, as a clerk in the

Department.

Not much was heard of the kingôs

descendants until 1955 when the then Prime

Minister, Sir John Kotelawala received

representations from Sri Kandy Rajasinghe

from Madras, who claimed to be the eldest

surviving male descendant of the late king.

He had graduated from a South Indian

University, but was finding it difficult to get a

suitable job, and sought Sir Johnôs

assistance in finding employment in Sri

Lanka. Sir John was sympathetic to the

young manôsrequest, and invited him over,

and he eventually found employment as a

staff officer in the Central Bank. Sri Kandy

Rajasinghe lived with his family at Manning

Place, Wellawatte for many years. He

sported a thick moustache, upturned at either

end, middle parted his hair, and in

appearance somewhat resembled the late

king. He took to the social life in Colombo

earnestly, and was a popular figure in the

clubs around town. He was generally called

ñRajaòor ñKandyò,and at times light heartedly

referred to as ñH.Mòor ñHisMajestyò. He

drowned while bathing in the sea at Madras

in the late nineteen seventies. He had a

younger brother who also came over to Sri

Lanka, and who had a brush with the law

being charged with forging an export control

permit. His name was Sri Wijaya Sri Sukku

Sri Kithsiri Sri Rajasinghe. He died several

years ago, and it is not known whether any

lineal descendants of the last King of Kandy

are alive today.

é.-\ Contd.



JUSTICE OF THE PEACE OF NSW

Following people are appointed as Justice of the Peace in NSW.

They are willing to provide their voluntary services to any member of

the Australian community. Please contact the one closest to you and 

arrange a suitable/convenient time before you visit.

1. Dr Ganewatta, Palitha - Carlingford/Epping - 98582428; 0425200688

2. Dr Medis, Piyasoma - Glenwood - 88248105; 0402671507

3. Dr Peiris, Shelton ð Kingsgrove - 95024998; 0431521707

4. Dr Wickrama, Don - North Rocks - 98718438

5. Mr Wickramasena, Udage - Quakers Hill - 98370271; 0419608511

If you are a JP or know of any other JP from Sri Lankan background, please 

let us know. We are willing to update this list regularly to help our community



AUSLAN PRODUCTS
Shop3, Entrance�²Fisher Avenue

PENNANT HILLS

�x All Sri Lankan spices

�x Foreign Foods

�x Red Basmati Rice, Sri         

Lankan DVD and much, 
much moreééé.

Trading 7 days;

Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday, Friday & 

Sunday ð10:30am to 7:00pm

Thursday & Saturday ð10:30am to 

8:00pm


