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A Message from the New President of the Sri-Lanka 

Association of New South Wales 

 

Dear members  

 

The Sri Lanka association of NSW is the oldest 

SL expatriates association in NSW, and it is the 

only association in NSW, which represents all 

Australians of Sri Lankan origin irrespective of 

their ethnicity, religion, language or political 

beliefs.  

 

As you would have noticed during the recent past 

there were a lot of changes to the composition of 

our community. With that the community 

expectations have changed, and new demands 

were placed upon the association. 

 

The executive committee hopes to continue with 

the traditional activities and may be some new 

initiatives during our period in office. We know 

that there are many community organizations in 

NSW. Each one of them has their own objectives 

and agreed rules. We expect to work with other 

community associations in matters of mutual 

interest providing each understand and respect 

each otherôs obligations to its membership. 

 

As you all know this association has come a long 

way, thanks to the great people like you, who 

have given your valuable time and effort for the 

association. You have supported the SLA in 

many ways, contributing to SLA activities 

financially, or with your numerous skills, or 

simply attending SLA functions. All of these 

contributions are absolutely necessary to keep 

this organization going forward.  

 

I am sure you all will continue supporting the 

association in its effort to serve its membership 

and the community as a whole. 

 

Hope to see you  at ALL OUR EVENTS WITH 

YOUR FAMILIES AND FRIENDS.  

 

Kumar Athulathmudali 
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DISCLAIMER  

Articles, jokes, commentary and the like appearing in this 

newsletter are the opinions and / or views of the respective authors 

and do not necessarily reflect the views of the Editor or the 

committee of the Sri Lanka Association of New South Wales. 
  

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

Contributions to ôThorathuruõ 
 

The Editor of the ôThorathuruó invites members of the community to send in 

literary contributions for publication. Material for publication must be deemed 

suitable to the readership and is at the discretion of the Editor.  The Editor also 

reserves the right to appropriately edit material to meet  acceptability or 

space availability.  

 
The following TYPES OF MATERIAL are welcome: 

 

Description of Material  Max word count  Price  

Full Page Advertisement  N/A  $100 

Half Page Advertisement  N/A  $60 

Quarter Page Advertisement  N/A  $30 

Letters 60 free  

Artic les or essays  250 free  

Short Stories / Features  450 - 500 free  

Poetry  150 free  

Reviews ðnon commercial 

(books/film/theatre/art)  

 

150 free  

 

A discount of 25% will be offered to advertisers on all issues for the  year.  

 

All material must contain the name  and contact details of the author.  
 

It would be appreciated if material is word processed (Word 97 or above) and sent via email 

to qualisys@optusnet.com.au or mailed on floppy disc or hard copy to:  

Editor Thorathu ru, GPO BOX 3120, Sydney 2001  

 

Please note that the quality of photographs reproduced in this publication is very much 

dependant on the originals supplied. While digital images are preferred, even the quality of 

output of these are subject to background li ghting, focus etc.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Also please visit our web site http://www.slansw.org.au 
 

file:///C:\Documents%20and%20Settings\All%20Users\Documents\Tilani\SLA%20Stuff\qualisys@optusnet.com.au
http://www.slansw.org.au/
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SSrr ii   LL aannkkaa  AAssssoocciiaatt iioonn  ooff   NNSSWW  II nncc..    

PPrr eessiiddeennttôôss  RReeppoorr tt       22000066  //  22000077  

 

As you may already know it has been a great challenge finding a successor for Presidency in 

the past couple of years. I too just like Mr Aubrey Joachim last year was reluctant to take up 

presidency of the Association due to personal matters and time commitments. However as I felt 

it was important to carry on the association and not let it be taken over by the Trustees I agreed 

to come back this year as President. Well this year has been a very successful year and the 

committee and my self have been able to carry out many tasks and events. As mentioned in my 

speech at the annual general meeting last year one of my priorities was to resurrect the 

Thorathuru and start up a website in addition to the other functions we organise. The retirement 

village/club house was another priority I had and would like to update you on this matter as 

well. 

 

Retirement Village/Club House 

I have made some inquiries with the Department of community affairs as well as the 

Department of cultural affairs & the Department of Housing in relation to obtaining a piece of 

land for the association on which we can build a retirement village or a club house for Sri 

Lankans. We have been advised that the Department does not issue any further land for such 

purposes any more. It would be necessary for the SLA to purchase a property for this reason 

should the membership choose to do so. I have also been having conversations with Mr Nick 

Berman the Mayor of Hornsby about the possibility of obtaining a room for the Association 

where we can hold our meetings for the SLA and smaller functions etcéand I am awaiting his 

reply & will keep the next committee up dated on this matter. 

 

Thorathuru  

The newsletter, the Thorathuru was resurrected this year after about 18 months as I was 

committed to keep the membership informed through this. We have published three issues 

during our term and I am pleased to say that all three issues were self-funded by sponsorship 

and advertisements.  My sincere thanks go Tamara and Dilhara who spent a lot of time in doing 

this. The feedback received from the membership was very positive and rewarding. I hope next 

year too the committee will continue to publish the newsletter. 

 

Website. 

The web site of the Association is now up and running. There are many things that can be done 

to improve this site and I am sure the next committee will endeavour to do so. I would like to 

thank Mr Athula Ginige for his advise and time spent helping us to put this together.  

 

Independence day celebrations  

The first event, which the committee and I participated in this year, was the Independence Day 

celebrations, which was held on the 04th of February 2007 at the Ryde Civic Centre. It was 

organised by the Sri Lankan consulate in Sydney with the participation of all other associations 

and organizations. The association presented Trophies to the HSC higher achievers of 2006, 

and a cash gift to the highest achiever Miss Sahini Pathiraja. We were able to do this with the 

cash donation from Mr Russel Raymond and Mr Zoets and I would like to thank them for the 

help they have given us in this regard for the past few years.  

 

Senior Citizens Day  2007 

The senior citizens day was held on the 25th of March at the West Epping Park Hall, Epping. 

The function co-ordinator Mr. Kumar Athulathmudali organised a veriety of activities for the 

seniors and the seniors had a great time singing and dancing.   
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Music was provided by Lucky Gunawardena, Cecil Fonseka and Lal Rankothge who sang some 

old Sinhala & English songs. Dr Rumesh Marcus gave a very useful & educating speech on 

heart attacks & strokes and how they can minimised. There was sumptuous lunch from Flavour 

of Ceylon and as well as some dishes prepared by committee members. Thank you to Kumar 

Athulathmudali who was the function co-ordinator & the committee who also helped. 

           . 

Sinhala and Tamil new year celebrations 

This event was held on Sunday 22nd April at the Rosea community centre in Carlingford and 

attended by about 500 people. We had a cultural show with artists including Jeevarani, Bonni 

Fernando and dances by students from Rajini Fonsekaôs  & Mala Abeywickremaôs dancing 

schools, skits & plays as well as authentic Sri Lanka food and Indian cosmetic jewellery stalls. 

It was an evening that every one who attended enjoyed. I would like to thank the committee and 

all the members and friends who gave their help in  organising this function. 

 

Wesak Celebrations 
I had contacted the President of the Buddhist society and the head priest Dhammagavesi from 

the Schoefield temple in regards to the Wesak Celebrations that the Association participated in 

over the years. This year too we made a donation of $200.00 to be used for the Wesak 

celebrations in the temple. 

 

Village Night 

The village Night was held at the Bowman Hall Blacktown and attended by a bout 250 people. 

This was once again a very popular event enjoyed by every one present. 

This was a successful event and also earned a profit of over $1000.00 to the association. In 

addition to this as decided by the committee at the previous meeting we raised $584.70 from 

the raffle which was specifically collected for the Ranaviru Sevana project was handed over to 

the Sri Lankan consulate Thank you  to the committee * most of all Niranjan & Anoja DeAlwis 

the Function co-ordinators. 

 

Winter Ball 2007 

This time the winter Ball was held at the Shangri-La hotel on the 28th of July 2007. We had a 

great dance and a lot of fun and dancing and good reviews from many guests, past presidents of 

the association and friends. The band Midnight Mist playing in Sydney for the first time was a 

hit. The event was attended by Mrs Francisca Fiaravanti Wells the Prime Ministers 

representative, Mr. Henry Tsang  Premiers representative, Mrs. Gothami Indikadahena the 

acting consular General Sri Lankan consulate in Sydney. I thank all the committee members for 

the help and support they gave me for this function. 

 

This year I was also able to attend so many functions organised by the Immigration department, 

the Sri Lankan consulate and other government departments. In addition to this I attended a 

function that was held recently at parliament house in Sydney, I was able to speak to Mr Morris 

Iemma Premier of NSW and Mrs Barbara Perry Minister for Juvenile justice and minister for 

western Sydney and Mr Stefan Kerkisharian chairman ethnic affairs. We were able to continue 

the good relationships we have with these departments, the Sri Lankan consulate and the Sri 

Lankan Embassy in Canberra. I would like to thank the committee members for joining the 

committee for supporting me during this year and I am sure we all understand the importance of 

the continuation of this association. I hope you will give your support to the incoming president 

Mr. Kumar Athulathmudali. Kumar if you need any help or advice on any thing that I can help 

you or your team with I certainly will do so & help you do a better job than what we have done 

this year. 

 

Roshan Wickremanayake 
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ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING 2007 
 

 

Roshan Wickramanayake 

 

Anula Dissanayake 

 

Anoja De Alwis 

 

Prof Ariyaratne  

 

 

Handing Over  

 

Kumar Athulat hmudali  

 

Saying Cheers 

 

Members in the Audience 
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Some Great Old Tucker 

 

Prasani & Indrani  

 

Jayantha & Ananda  

 

Rukshi & Manel  

 

 

 

 
 

Shantha & Praba 

 

Enoka & Srima 

 

Niranjan & Sudeera  

 

New Committee plans ahead 
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